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	A victory but in a battle not the war 
Up to the last academic year, those students on income support, incapacity, disability and housing benefits and those on working tax and pension credits were able to learn for free. However some adult learners faced a dismal prospect for the coming year. As part of the government’s cuts to address the deficit, it had proposed changes to which adult students would be able to access free provision. Some of the government’s proposals were about the statutory entitlements that all adults have had, to a first full level 2 course, and for those under 26, to a first full level 3 course. Proposals currently before Parliament would have restricted these entitlements to those under 24 years of age and would come into force in 2011-2014. 
More immediately and of far more concern, were proposals that only those students who are actively seeking work and were on two kinds of benefits, Job Seekers Allowance and Employment Support Allowance, would be eligible for free learning. All adults who were on ‘inactive’ benefits would have to pay fees for college courses from this September (up to the last academic year, those students on income support, incapacity, disability and housing benefits and those on working tax and pension credits were able to learn for free.) The main group of students who would have been have been affected by this were ESOL students, although adults over 19 with learning difficulties, and lone parents with children under 7 years’ of age would also have to pay fees. 
Due in no small part to the magnificent campaign that ESOL teachers and students have waged, there has been a U-turn by the Government on these proposals. There was an acknowledgement that many adults on ‘inactive’ benefits were learning because they intended to look for work in the future. New guidance was issued in the summer saying that learning providers would be able to not charge fees for those on ‘inactive’ benefits. These students would have to make a declaration that they would be seeking employment sometime in the future. 

This was a significant turnaround by the government although unfortunately this policy change only applies to this year. At a time when unemployment has reached two and half million, requiring some of the poorest people in the country to pay for learning that can positively benefit them is crazy, and makes the fight for access to free learning more important than ever. 
Latest news: another change of policy on adult learners’ fees

BIS have since made a further ‘clarification’ on access to free provision for adult learners: colleges and training organisations have the discretion to fully fund individuals who are unemployed and need skills training to help them enter work i.e. there is no need for them to be on benefits. 
	
	

	
	
	Respond to the NIACE Online Survey on Informal Adult Community Learning
DEADLINE Monday 31 October 2011 
Individuals can have their say about the future of informal adult community learning, by responding to a NIACE online survey – see http://www.niace.org.uk/current-work/the-iacl-review - as part of the government’s review of informal adult learning. 

Responses to NIACE’s online survey will help to influence how public money for informal adult and community learning is spent in local areas and what learning opportunities are made available. The survey is sponsored by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), which launched a broader consultation aimed at organisations, such as education providers and employers, in August. 

Jane Ward, Programme Manager at NIACE, said: “We are hoping for a huge response to once again demonstrated how much people value informal adult community learning.”


	CALL is your campaign. You can get campaign groups going locally by: arranging a local debate or event about adult education; lobbying your local MP’s surgery; writing to your local newspaper. For more ideas about local activities and downloadable campaign materials see the materials page of the CALL website.

	FE Loans

In another proposal the government is seeking to withdraw all government funds for further education learning programmes at higher levels (level 3 and above) from 2013-2014, and replace this with student loans for all students over 24 years of age (until now the government has provided a 50% subsidy of course fees for students). Although in the past there has been very little financial support for adult learning, this move could hit both adult learners and the providers of these courses very hard and is an enormous gamble on the part of the government. It is not clear if adult learners will be prepared to take out these loans at a time when people’s incomes are already being squeezed as they face rising costs for food, energy, transport and other items of family expenditure, and when they may already have mortgages and be saving for their children’s future education and training. This in turn may result in courses being dropped due to too few students. If you would like to read about what the government is proposing on FE loans you can access the consultation document, New Challenges, New Chances: Next Steps in Implementing the Further Education Reform Programme on the Business Innovation and Skills Department web site at: http://www.bis.gov.uk/Consultations/fe-and-skills-new-challenges-new-chances?cat=open. Please let Dan Taubman know of your campaigns against FE loans at dtaubman@ucu.org.uk. 
Government Consultation on Informal Adult and Community Learning (IACL) 
To everyone’s surprise, the Adult Safeguarded Budget which funds non and informal adult learning, now called ‘informal adult community learning’, wasn’t cut in the Comprehensive Spending Review last summer. But as part of the protection it received, the government stated that it would review its use. There were a series of consultation meetings for non and informal adult learning stakeholders on various aspects of this form of education delivery, funding, data, quality assurance and infrastructure. The result is yet another consultation on the future of non and informal adult learning. The full document, New Challenges, New Chances: Next Steps in Implementing the Further Education Reform Programme: Review of Informal and Community Learning can be found at: http://www.bis.gov.uk/Consultations/fe-and-skills-new-challenges-new-chances?cat=open    

The aims of the Review of the funding for IACL and the use of the Adult Safeguarded Learning (ASL) budget are to see how it can maximise its contribution to wider policy objectives, such as building the Big Society;  delivering value for money by focusing public funding on people who would not otherwise have access to learning, and maximising income from learners who can afford to pay; and supporting progression, including to further learning, training and employment. 

Following the consultation BIS will publish details of key implementation milestones in the skills investment statement for 2012/13, planned for publication in autumn 2011. There will be ongoing communication and implementation activity that BIS will develop jointly with stakeholders up to the planned start date. 
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	WEA Conference 2011: 28 and 29 October

At the heart of the WEA’s mission has always been a commitment to widening participation in adult learning: enabling people to realise their full potential and campaigning for every adult to have the right to do so. The first day of this year’s WEA conference, supported by the Co-operative College, challenges all of us in the WEA and the adult education sector more widely to revisit these values to ask: what role should adult education play in the development of a bigger and better society? 
Friday 28 October: Equality, Inclusion and Action in Adult Education 

10.00am – 4.00pm 

East Midlands Conference Centre, University of Nottingham. 

After a keynote address which it is hoped will be by John Hayes, Minister for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning, delegates will be able to attend four sessions throughout the day from a choice of twenty. 

For a full conference programme and to book a place see: http://weaconference11.eventbrite.com/ 

	Stay up to date with CALL at www.callcampaign.org.uk
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