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MODEL PRESS RELEASE

Date: MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE THE DATE

For immediate release

 

Students at NAMED COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SERVICE hit by axed courses
The first paragraph of any press release is the most important so make sure you begin getting the key facts across from your local example. This must include who is being hit – so list courses that have been closed/are under threat of closure and approximate numbers of how many students have been/will be affected.

For example:

Hundreds of students at NAMED COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SERVICE will be forced to study elsewhere or abandon their dreams of further education following a national squeeze on funding for adult education that has led to the cancellation of X and Y courses. 

Campaigners blame the government’s decision to prioritise courses directly related to employment prospects for the cuts and axing of courses. Whilst budgets for adult learning have fallen, the government has poured money into the employer-led Train to Gain scheme, which will see its budget increase by nearly 100% over three years to hit the £1bn mark by 2010/11.*

Members of the University and College Union (UCU) at NAMED COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SERVICE are at the forefront of the campaign to halt the cuts and will be joined by their students as they take their case to local MP, NAME OF LOCAL MP, and then to the heart of government at a Westminster parliamentary lobby on 25 February. UCU is a founder member of CALL (Campaigning Alliance for Lifelong Learning) that has been set up to protect adult education.

If possible, include:

Quote from a student about how s/he has been affected

Quote from a tutor 

Quote from UCU General Secretary Sally Hunt or other sector leader
UCU General Secretary, Sally Hunt, said:

‘We agree that improving people’s work skills is a priority but it should not become the sole focus of our adult education system. Further and higher education institutions are first and foremost learning environments and we do not want to see curriculums dominated by the interests of business.

‘Course closures like these at NAMED COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/SERVICE take away choice from individuals who use education to improve their lives and build stronger communities.’

Ends

Notes
* The budget for low level work for adults known as ‘Developmental Learning’ will drop by 50.4% between 2008/09 and 2009/10, then again by 44.5% the following academic year. The general further education budget for students aged 19 and above will drop 6.4% between 2007/08 and 2010/11. The budget for ‘Personal and Community Development Learning’ has been frozen for six years: between 2005 and 2011 it will remain at £210m.

In universities, a total of £100m has been taken away from students studying for equivalent or lower qualifications (ELQs).  A total of 1.5m adult education places have been lost nationally since 2005/06, across a huge range of subjects.

CALL’s founders:

NUS (National Union of Students) is a confederation of local student representative organisations in colleges and universities throughout the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, which makes a real difference to the lives of students and its member students' unions.

The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) is the leading non-government organisation for lifelong learning in England, and exists to encourage more and different adults to engage in better-quality learning of all kinds and campaigns for, and celebrates the achievements of, all adult learners.

UCU is the largest trade union and professional association for academics, lecturers, trainers, researchers and academic-related staff working in further and higher education throughout the UK.


UNISON is the UK’s largest public service trade union with more than 1.3 million members. Our members are people working across the public services in health, education, police and local government, for private contractors and voluntary sector organisations delivering public services and in the essential utilities such as gas, electricity and water.


WEA is the largest voluntary sector adult education provider in Britain, providing learning opportunities for over 80,000 people each year. 
Read all about the CALL campaign at: www.callcampaign.org.uk 
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If you want to add national contact details, please use the following:

UCU press officer Vicky Wilks t: 020 7520 3207; m: 07970 383 995; e: vwilks@ucu.org.uk 
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