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HOW TO LOBBY YOUR MP
What is ‘lobbying’?

Lobbying is the practice of influencing decisions made by government. It includes all attempts to influence your member of parliament. You can do this by meeting your MP as one of his or her constituents.  
On Wednesday 25 February 2009 the CALL Campaign is holding a mass lobby of Parliament to take our message to MPs across all parties. People from across the country will be travelling to the Houses of Parliament to present their concerns about life long learning and why it is so important. Hopefully over a hundred people will come together to meet and discuss life long learning.

The day will look something like this:

10.30   Lobby Briefing 

There will be an introduction, talk and materials in preparation for meeting their MP
12.00  Lunch
13:00  Individual Experiences from Adult Education
People will share their personal experiences of adult education cuts

14:00  Speakers from Lead Organisations 

14:30  Q&A with the Minister 

There will be an opportunity to ask questions of the Minister 

15:30  Rally: Where next? 

 Discussion of the next steps for CALL     

16:00  Close 

Make an appointment with your MP

If you would to be a part of this activity you need to make an appointment with your MP for this day as soon as possible. Guidance on how to make an appointment with your MP. You should do everything you can to arrange to meet your MP as there is no guarantee that they will be there or have time to meet you otherwise.
Please also register your attendance to help us with planning for the day. If you have questions about the administration of the lobby please contact Funso Akande, 020 7922 7960.

How you can prepare to meet your MP

Before you get there find out if your MP has signed our EDM. What party is your MP a member of? Are they a back-bencher? Do they always vote with the party? These questions should tell you a bit about your MP and about what arguments they care about.
Don’t be nervous, remember just by being there and having the conversation your action is helping influence the future of adult education.  

Meeting your MP

You set the agenda: it is best to be as brief, clear and courteous as possible. Your MP may send their researcher instead, if so treat them in the same way. 
You should thank him or her for taking the time to see you, establish how much time they have, make two or three key points and - most importantly - ask them to follow up the meeting. (You will have briefings supplied to you that will help you with this but do point out how the issues directly affect you and your family).

Ask your MP to:

· Raise your concerns with any relevant Ministers by meeting them and by writing to them

· Continue to try and meet MPs in their constituency to follow up on what action they have taken or to raise the concerns with MPs you are unable to meet with on the day.
· Sign our EDM if they haven’t

Remember -  do not be surprised if your MP only has a small amount of time to spare you.  MPs will be very busy on the day, so don’t take it personally. But make the most of the time you have with them.

There will be a briefing session on the morning of the lobby to prepare you for the meeting.

On the day

There is a limit of 100 lobbyists at any one time in the Central Lobby – the area in the House of Commons where visitors traditionally wait for MPs. 

If you need to go to Central Lobby, you will enter through what is known as the Cromwell entrance to the Commons.  Stewards will be available to help you.  Before you queue for the security check, inform a police officer that you have a meeting arranged with your MP and show them any correspondence your MP has sent to you. This should allow you to go straight into the security checking area without queuing with the general public for tours of Parliament. Your MP or their staff will usually come to meet you in Central Lobby.  You need to go to the desk in Central Lobby and ask the attendants to telephone your MP’s office.

Tight security

Remember you will have to go through ‘airport type’ security to gain access to Parliament – on a busy day this can take at least 15 minutes – and you may need to queue until there is space.

Disabled access
If you are disabled, please telephone the Sergeant-at-Arms’ office at the House of Commons, who will advise you of procedures for entering the building.  (Phone 0207 219 3000 and ask the switchboard to put you through to the Sergeant’s office). The Sergeant’s office do allow some parking where it is required by disabled people, but individuals will need to verify this with the office.  It is usual for one of your MPs’ staff to accompany you once you enter the building. You will need to arrange this with your MP in advance.  Please notify the union if you have any special ambulatory needs or require any assistance.

Enjoy the lobby!

Remember – your action can make the difference!

[image: image2.jpg]niace ©00 Fyson UCU

promoting adult learning N1IONaIUNIONOISIUENIS  ghe public service mion Unvrsty i Caloge thion





2

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]