Statement to support the Campaigning Alliance for Lifelong Learning
The Right to Learn Campaign in the North East of England fully supports the Campaigning Alliance for Lifelong Learning.
We deplore the loss of 1.5 million publicly funded adult education places and agree with CALL’s six founding principles.

We are particularly concerned about the erosion of affordable access to adult education because it:  
· enables individuals to become independent and critical learners 

· allows learners to access intellectual debate

· contributes to making learners better citizens 

· brings improved quality of life for the learners and their families

· contributes to social inclusion and community cohesion thus reducing ethnic, religious and social polarisation

· contributes to physical and mental well being

· provides an opportunity for adults to demonstrate the value of education to their children and grandchildren

· allows learners to access a sociable environment
We agree with CALL that adult education is life changing and that it is the hallmark of a civilised society.
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